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Animal Rescue with Don and Renee’ Holmes

[image: image7.jpg]


When not transporting passengers for Alaska Airlines, or tinkering on mechanical projects in his garage,  Classmate Don Holmes can often be found helping his wife, Renee’, with her volunteer work for English Springer Rescue America, Inc.  Don offers his services as a private pilot to transport rescued animals to awaiting families or shelters.
Pictured at left are Don and Renee’ Holmes 

with ‘Star Kitty’, a rescue shelter feline
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A typical rescue flight involves driving to their local airport and warming up Don’s Cessna.  Don pilots the plane to wherever the most recently rescued animal(s) are waiting, or where they need to be delivered.  The destination is usually a shelter in California, or in a neighboring state.

A few days before Christmas 2006, Don and Renee’ transported “Missy”, an English Pointer from their home-base in Carlsbad, CA, into the loving arms of her new family, Susan and Don Falkenberg of Tuscon, AZ.  Renee’ located Missy by chance in quarantine at the Carlsbad Shelter and simply could not leave her behind.  She fostered her and was her “adoption counselor”  
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Renee’ receives regular updates on Missy, including photos. 
 
Don literally worked his way from the ground up in the airline industry.  He began right out of high school by pumping aviation fuel at John Wayne Airport.  He then secured his A & P mechanics license and eventually earned his wings as a corporate and private jet pilot, occasionally flying such stars as Jimmy Stewart, Michael J. Fox, and many others of the rich and famous set.  Don still pumps his own fuel just for the fun of it.  (for his own plane, not for the Alaska fleet)
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Pilot Don at the controls with their “precious cargo” passenger riding in the back seat.
 
Regarding this particular Christmastime rescue, Renee’ states, “It was a spectacular day for flying and for a rescue.  It does not get any better than this!  You see, Missy is a "senior" dog, the kind that people pass up at the shelters, and she had some minor ear and skin issues most people don't want to deal with. I pride myself that "Seniors are my Specialty" and special are the angelic folks who will welcome senior pets into their homes, just as the Frankenberg’s have.”
 
Don and Renee’ have adopted the official motto in their love of animals:

“Rescue, Rehabilitate and Re-home” 
You can visit the English Springer Rescue America, Inc. website at:
http://www.springerrescue.org
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 A couple of the jets Don flies with Alaska Airlines: the Boeing MD-80 and the Boeing 373-800


When not behind the flight controls at 30,000 feet, Don can often be found with his remote control, taking it easy in front of the boob tube with his rescued canine buddies!  At times of extreme motivation, Don has been known to ski, ride dirt bikes, scuba dive, and sail.  Nostalgic Don still owns and maintains the same Jeep that he drove to Newport Harbor High School over 32 years ago!
